


Administrative Variance Application 
1843 Leiden Ct 
 
 
Letter of Intent: 
 
 

• Granting of this administrative permit will not be detrimental to the public health, safety 
or welfare of the public or injurious to the property or improvements. 
 
The retaining wall is being installed to stabilize the earth at the driveway and to stop any 
further erosion.  By ensuring the retaining wall meets necessary safety standards, the 
permit supports the ordinance’s goals to protect public health and safety through secure 
construction practices. 

 
• The requested administrative permit does not go beyond the minimum necessary to 

afford relief and does not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the 
limitations upon other similarly situated properties. 

 
The retaining wall will only be constructed to the minimal (but necessary) height 
required to retain the earth and stabilize the wall.  No special privileges are requested 
outside of allowing construction of the wall and consideration consistent with other 
properties which have topographical issues with steep grade challenges. 

 
• The requested administrative permit is consistent with all relevant purpose and intent 

statements of this zoning ordinance. 
 

The variance requested will allow the retaining wall to exceed typical height restrictions, 
but the proposed height and location remain within reasonable limits to maintain the 
aesthetic and functional harmony of the surrounding area. It will also ensure proper 
drainage and prevent soil erosion, consistent with the environmental goals of the 
ordinance. 

 
• It is determined that exceptional topographical restrictions exist on the lot in context 

with the adjoining property that were not created by the applicant or owner and a 
determination that no practical alternative retaining wall design is feasible. 
 
The exceptional topographical restrictions existing on the lot, in relation to the adjoining 
property, are supported by the existing site conditions. The steep slope and uneven 
terrain present significant challenges for safe and functional land use, which were not 
created by the applicant or the current owner. These topographical features are inherent 
to the property and necessitate the construction of a retaining wall to ensure both safety 
and usability. 
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