








LOI Amendment_10.10.16 

Letter of Intent for Zoning Variances (Chapter 27): Please describe your situation and how your variance 

request is a result of all of the following conditions:  

[I am requesting a variance to install an 8-foot tall wooden privacy fence along the back line of my 

property located at 1714 Wilder Court, Dunwoody, GA 30338 (Parcel ID 18 374 03 009).  I am also 

requesting for the same reasons via this variance application the same variance for an adjacent lot 

that I own at 1720 Manhasset Drive, Dunwoody, GA 30338 (Parcel ID 18 375 02 015) so that I can 

continue the fence that would start on the 1714 Wilder Court lot and continue down the property line 

on the 1720 Manhasset Drive lot.  I think looking at the plat and the surveys will make clear what I am 

describing.] 

This property backs directly up to Manhasset Drive, which although a neighborhood street, is fairly 

heavily trafficked with vehicles traveling over the posted speed limit.  I would like the fence to 

enhance the privacy of my yard from the traffic on the street and those walking on the sidewalk on 

Manhasset.  This should also help with the noise of traffic and provide some protection for my two 

young daughters and dog from running out into the street and threats that direct sight of and access 

to my property from the street could bring.   

It is important to note that for much of the property line running along Manhasset Dr. there is a 

downward slope running from Manhasset Dr. and the sidewalk down into my yard.  So for practical 

purposes, with the fence offset from the sidewalk at the edge of my property line, an 8-foot fence 

would appear at many points from the street-level to be a ~6-foot high fence, a 6-foot high fence 

would appear to be a 4-foot high fence and a 4-foot high fence would appear to a 2-foot high fence, 

etc.  This is rough math and the terrain varies, but this hopefully illustrates the point I am making and 

why it is important for an 8-foot fence for this purpose. 

According to the previous owner, my home has been burglarized in the past entering from the rear of 

the home and backyard and I suspect having easy view and ready access to the house from Manhasset 

Dr. did not help.   It is important to note that my neighbor has a fence somewhat similar to what I am 

requesting along Manhasset Dr., although it is technically on the side of their yard versus the rear that 

I am requesting. 

1) The grant of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or injurious to 

property or improvements;  

[Adding a fence as described will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or injurious 

to property or improvements, it will simply provide privacy for my backyard and the only impact to 

the public will be that it cannot see the back of my house anymore.  It will not impede pedestrians 

walking down the sidewalk in any way nor impact any property or improvements.] 



2) The variance request is based on conditions that (1) are unique to the subject property (2) are not 

generally applicable to other properties in the same zoning district and (3) were not created by the 

owner or applicant;  

[The fact that my back yard is directly adjacent to a busy neighborhood street is very unusual, making 

this unique to my property and generally not applicable to other properties in the zoning district – the 

vast majority of which have back yards that are not directly adjacent to a busy street, but instead 

another residential lot, woods, etc.  I did not create the condition – there just happens to 

unfortunately be a road right behind my house from which I am seeking some privacy.] 

3) Because of the particular conditions, shape, size, orientation or topographic conditions, the strict 

application of the requirements of this zoning ordinance would deprive the property owner of rights and 

privileges enjoyed by other similarly situated property owners;  

[In a similar vein to question 2, the vast majority of single family residence owners in Dunwoody have 

the ability to enjoy privacy in their backyard, deck, etc. without viewing cars speeding by and the 

associated noise, onlookers having an unobstructed view of my yard/home and the risks that can 

bring and the ability to restrict access of their children and pets from rushing into a busy road.] 

4) The requested variance does not go beyond the minimum necessary to afford relief, and does not 

constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the limitations upon other similarly situated 

properties;  

[The fence requested by this variance is only way I can determine to provide the privacy and security I 

desire for my family and pet.  As noted, my lot(s) have a very unique situation in that they back up to 

a busy neighborhood street and the ability to have some level of privacy and security in my backyard 

is not a special privilege in my mind.] 

5) The literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable provisions or requirements of this 

zoning ordinance would cause undue hardship or practical difficulty, as distinguished from a mere 

inconvenience; and  

[I believe that the lack of a privacy fence in my backyard given the level of both vehicle and pedestrian 

traffic on Manhasset causes an undue hardship and practical difficulty relative to other Dunwoody 

residents, who can enjoy privacy and peace in their backyard.  It is my understanding from the 

previous owners of my house that it has been broken into in the past from the back side of the home 

and I suspect that having a plain view of the home from Manhasset Dr. and ready access to the road 

contributed to that crime.] 

6) The requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this zoning ordinance and 

the comprehensive plan. 

[I believe that the requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this zoning 

ordinance and the comprehensive plan in that it is requested to provide the same type of backyard 

privacy and ultimately security afforded to most all of Dunwoody’s residents in single family homes.  



This fence would not harm other residents and would aesthetically be in line with similar fences along 

Manhasset Dr. such as my neighbor’s.] 













 

Adjacent neighbor’s fence along Manhasset Dr. 



 

View down Manhasset Dr. along the backside of my yard.  The fence would run along the edge of my 

property parallel to the sidewalk. 



Another view of the adjacent neighbor’s fence along Manhasset Dr. 



Another view of Mahasset Dr. along the edge of my backyard. 



 

View of my backyard and house from Manhasset Dr. 



View of Mahasset Dr. from the edge of my yard. 



View of Mahasset Dr. from my backyard. 


