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CITY OF DUNWOODY 
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AGENDA 
 City of Dunwoody Planning Commission 


Tuesday, July 13, 2010 – 7:00 PM 


 


41 Perimeter Center East, City Council Chambers 
 


A. Call to Order  
 


B. Roll Call 
 
C. Approval of Minutes from April 13, 2010 Meeting and April 20, 2010 Special Called 


Meeting
 


. 


D. Organizational and Procedural Items 
 


E. Unfinished Business 
 


F. New Business 
 


1. An amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance, specifically “Definitions,” to 
address the definition of “paved.”  


 
2. Amendments to the text of the Zoning Ordinance to amend scheduling requirements for 


Public Hearings related to zoning actions.  
 


3. Amendments to the text of the Zoning Ordinance, specifically a proposal to amend the 
provisions for retail, service, and restaurant uses in the O-I zoning district. 


 
4. Amendments to the text of the Zoning Ordinance to amend application withdraw 


requirements for zoning actions. 
 
 


G. Other items not otherwise addressed by the agenda 
 
1. Citizen Comment 
2. Council Comment 
3. Staff Comment 


 
H. Adjourn 





		An amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance, specifically “Definitions,” to address the definition of “paved.”

		Amendments to the text of the Zoning Ordinance to amend scheduling requirements for Public Hearings related to zoning actions.

		Amendments to the text of the Zoning Ordinance, specifically a proposal to amend the provisions for retail, service, and restaurant uses in the O-I zoning district.
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City of Dunwoody Planning Commission 
Tuesday, April 13, 2010 – 7:00 PM 


 


41 Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody GA 
 


 


The meeting was called to order by Paul Player.  All members were present except Kirk Anders, 
and Bob Lundsten; Bob Dallas arrived at 7:32 p.m. 


Call to Order / Roll Call: 


 


Don Converse motioned to approve the March 9, 2010 meeting minutes. Bill Grossman 
seconded. The motion was voted and carried unanimously (3-0), with Lynn Deutsch abstaining. 


Approval of Minutes from March 9, 2010:  


 
Organizational and Procedural Items:
 


  None. 


Unfinished Business:
 


  None. 


New Business:
 


   


1. RZ 10-041: Pursuant to the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, applicant Laurel 
David seeks permission on behalf of the Southeast STB Portfolio, LLC to rezone the 
property currently zoned O-I (Office-Institution District) to OCR (Office-Commercial-
Residential District) to allow for a restaurant or retail store in an existing office building.  
The subject property is located at 121 Perimeter Center, Dunwoody, Georgia 30346. 


 
  


Mr. Player opened public comment in favor of the application. 
 
Laurel David spoke in favor of the rezoning application. 
 
Mr. Player opened public comment in opposition to the application.  There was none. 
 
Mr. Player closed public comment without objection. 
 
Members of the commission discussed the application.  Mr. Converse motioned to 
approve the application subject to staff’s recommendations, specifically:  1) approval of 
the site plan shall be conditioned upon no construction being done beyond the 
remodeling of the existing space, and the addition of an outdoor space for a possible 
patio, and 2) precluding the use of the property for residential.  Ms. Deutsch seconded.  
The motion was voted and carried unanimously (4-0). 
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2. 


 


SLUP 10-041: Pursuant to the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance §2W-5, applicant 
Laurel David seeks permission on behalf of the Southeast STB Portfolio, LLC to exceed 
the two-story height limit to allow for an existing three-story office building.  The subject 
property is located at 121 Perimeter Center, Dunwoody, Georgia 30346.  


Mr. Player opened public comment in favor of the application. 
 


Laurel David spoke in favor of the application. 
 
Mr. Player opened public comment in opposition to the application.  There was none. 
 
Members of the commission discussed the application.  Lynn Deutsch motioned to 
approve the application.  Don Converse seconded.  The motion was voted and carried 
unanimously (4-0). 
 


3. 


 


Discussion of multiple amendments to the text of the Sign Ordinance, which is Chapter 
21 of the City of Dunwoody Municipal Code, and to the Dunwoody Village Overlay 
District sign regulations, which is Chapter 27, Article 3, Section 3C-13 of the City of 
Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance. 


Members of the commission discussed the proposed amendments.  Bill Grossman 
motioned to approve the amendments with the condition that the language “ground 
mounted” be added to the language regarding flags.  Lynn Deutsch seconded.  The 
motion was voted and carried unanimously (5-0). 


 
Other items not otherwise addressed by this agenda:
 


  


1. Citizen Comment
 


.  None. 


2. Council Comment
 


.  None. 


3. Staff Comment


 


.  There will be a Special Called Meeting for the Comprehensive Plan 
scheduled for April 20, 2010.  The May 11, 2010 Planning Commission meeting is 
canceled. 


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
Adjourn: 





		UNew Business:U

		URZ 10-041: Pursuant to the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, applicant Laurel David seeks permission on behalf of the Southeast STB Portfolio, LLC to rezone the property currently zoned O-I (Office-Institution District) to OCR (Office-Commercial-Res...

		USLUP 10-041: Pursuant to the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance §2W-5, applicant Laurel David seeks permission on behalf of the Southeast STB Portfolio, LLC to exceed the two-story height limit to allow for an existing three-story office building.  Th...

		UDiscussion of multiple amendments to the text of the Sign Ordinance, which is Chapter 21 of the City of Dunwoody Municipal Code, and to the Dunwoody Village Overlay District sign regulations, which is Chapter 27, Article 3, Section 3C-13 of the City ...






City of Dunwoody Planning Commission 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 – 7:00 PM 


41 Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody GA 
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The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bob Dallas.  All members were present except 
Kirk Anders. 


Call to Order / Roll Call: 


 
Approval of Minutes:
 


  None. 


Organizational and Procedural Items:
 


  None. 


Unfinished Business:
 


  None. 


New Business:
 


   


1. Discussion of draft of City of Dunwoody Comprehensive Plan
 


. 


Community Development Director Michael Tuller presented the City of Dunwoody 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Mr. Dallas opened the public hearing without objection.  (There was a motion to open the 
public hearing.  Don Converse seconded.  The motion was voted and carried unanimously 
(6-0)). 
 
Susan Harper voiced concerns regarding certain components of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Mr. Dallas closed the public hearing without objection.  (Lynn Deutsch motioned to close 
the public hearing.  Don Converse seconded.  The motion was voted and carried 
unanimously (6-0)). 
 
Members of the commission discussed the Comprehensive Plan.   


 
Other items not otherwise addressed by this agenda:


 
  


1. Citizen Comment
 


.  None. 


2. Council Comment
 


.  None. 


3. Staff Comment
 


.  The May 11, 2010 Planning Commission meeting is canceled. 


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned (Lynn Deutsch motioned to adjourn 
the meeting.  Bill Grossman seconded.  The motion was voted and carried unanimously (6-0)). 


Adjourn: 





		UNew Business:U






 
 


 
MEMORANDUM 


To: City of Dunwoody, Georgia – Planning Commission 


From: Howard J. Koontz, City Planner  


Date: July 13, 2010 


 
Subject: Text amendment to City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance 


On behalf of the Sustainability Commission and at the direction of the Mayor and City Council, staff has 
researched the possibility of expanding the definition of “paved” to include pervious surfaces.  The City of 
Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance currently only allows vehicular parking on impervious surfaces, such as 
concrete and asphalt. Staff recommends adding a definition for “pervious surface” and amending the 
definition of “paved” to include pervious surfaces.   


Impervious paving decreases the natural groundwater recharge and collects pollutants and contributes to 
poorer water quality through stormwater runoff and erosion.  Pervious surfaces provide the strength and 
stability of impervious surfaces, but allow precipitation to absorb through the paving, providing a level of 
filtration of toxic materials and reducing stormwater runoff and its adverse effects.   


Amending the Zoning Ordinance would allow parking alternatives in compliance with the City’s dedication 
to sustainable living. Staff recommends amending the following text of Chapter 27, Article 1, Section 27-1, 
“Definitions” to amend and add the following: 


Paved means an improved area which is, covered by asphalt, concrete, or other impervious 
surface hard-surface material, which may or may not be impervious. “Paved” specifically 
excludes dry gravel and similar materials as a finished product. 


Community Council voted on the amendment at their June 10 meeting and approved the motion 6-0 
with the condition that “BMP” is spelled-out to read, “best management practices.”  The result of 
tonight’s review and discussion will be heard in August by the Mayor and City Council at their August 8 
meeting. 


Pervious Surface means a ground covering of hard-surfaced material(s) placed in an improved 
area, for such uses as walkways and pedestrian plazas/terraces, on-grade vehicle parking lots, 
and driveways. Pervious surfaces include but are not limited to porous concrete and modular 
porous paver systems that are designed to allow infiltration of stormwater, consistent with 
Stormwater BMPs. Pervious paving areas shall not be considered as “impervious surface areas” 
for the purpose of calculating impervious surface coverage. 
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MEMORANDUM 


To: City of Dunwoody, Georgia – Planning Commission 


From: Howard J. Koontz, City Planner  


Date: July 13, 2010 


 
Subject: Text amendment to City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance 


Mayor and City Council has initiated an amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance to change 
scheduling requirements for public hearings at the Zoning Board of Appeals hearings related to 
zoning actions.  The current ordinance states that an application shall be scheduled for a public 
hearing within 60 days of the filing of the application.  The Zoning Board of Appeals schedule in 
accordance with advertising requirements conflicts with this time period.  Staff suggests changing the 
time period from 60 to 75 days from the date of the submittal deadline.  The proposed ordinance 
reads as follows: 


 
Each complete and compliant application presented to the board regarding a 
variance or special exception shall be scheduled for a public hearing within sixty (60) 
seventy-five (75) days of the filing of a complete nearest subsequent published 
application submittal deadline


 


 and shall be supported by findings and conclusions 
which shall be a part of the record established by the board for each application. The 
board may adopt the findings of fact of the staff, or they may adopt the findings of 
fact of the staff with modifications, or they may adopt a separate set of facts 
developed by the board. 


Community Council voted on the amendment at their June 10 meeting and approved the 
motion 6-0.  A scrivener’s error was noted in the proposed changes where the word “sixty” had 
not been crossed out.  That change is reflected in the text above in blue.  The result of tonight’s 
review and discussion will be and will be first read by the Mayor & Council on Monday, August 
8. 
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MEMORANDUM 


To: City of Dunwoody, Georgia – Planning Commission 


From: Howard J. Koontz, City Planner  


Date: July 13, 2010 


 
Subject: Text amendment to City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance 


At the direction of the Mayor and City Council at their regularly scheduled meeting on April 12, staff 
presents the following proposal to amend the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance:  an amendment 
to the text of Chapter 27-809 and 27-810, which contain provisions for the Office-Institution Zoning 
District. 


Currently, retail and service uses are not permitted by right as “stand-alone” uses in the O-I district. 
Staff recommends the Zoning Ordinance text be amended in two ways: (1) to allow retail uses more 
freedom to establish in O-I districts, and (2) to allow restaurant as a Special Land Use Permit in O-I. 
The Special Land Use Permit Application would need to be heard before the Community Council, 
Planning Commission, and Mayor and City Council prior to approval. Staff has attached for you a 
copy of the proposed amendments to the code section allowing for this change. 


Permitting a retail or restaurant use could extend the use of existing office buildings and provide 
additional amenities to employees and residents in the area. The peak times of the retail and 
restaurant could compliment those of the office uses, so shared parking would be ideal for these uses. 


After discussion, Community Council voted on the amendment at their June 10 meeting and 
approved the motion 6-0 with the recommendation that Section 27-809(3) includes a provision 
to restrict restaurants to the ground level. That text is indicated below in blue. The result of 
tonight’s review and discussion will be and will be first read by the Mayor & Council on 
Monday, August 8. 
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Sec. 27-809. Accessory Uses and Structures.  


The following accessory uses of land and structures shall be authorized in the O-I (Office-
Institution) District: 


(1) Ambulance service, where accessory to a hospital. 


(2) Parking lot and parking garage. 


(3) Restaurant, where accessory to a hotel or motel. 


(4) Retail liquor store where accessory to a hotel, motel or high-rise office building. 


(5) (3) Retail use where accessory to a high-rise apartment building or high-rise office 
building, provided that all such uses shall be located on the ground floor of such 
high-rise building and shall be entered from the interior lobby of said building, and 
said accessory retail uses shall be designed and scaled to meet the needs of the 
tenants of the building and their guests. 


(6) (4)


… 


 Signs are allowed in accordance with the provisions of the City’s Sign 
Ordinance and this Chapter. 


Sec. 27-810. Special Permits. 


The following uses and structures shall be authorized only by permits of the type indicated: 


… 


(3) Special land use permit from City Council: 


(a) Building exceeding five (5) stories in height. 


(b) Heliport. 


(c) Shelter for homeless persons. 


(d) Stations and terminal for bus and rail passenger service. 


(e) Transitional housing facility. 


(f) High-rise apartment development but if the property line for the high-rise apartment 
development abuts any parcel of land that is zoned for any single family detached 
residential district classification, then the maximum height of any structure in the high-
rise apartment development described in this subsection shall not exceed thirty-five (35) 
feet. 


(g) High-rise apartment development but if the property line for the high-rise apartment 
development abuts any parcel of land that is zoned for any single family attached 
residential district classification, then the maximum height of any structure in the high-
rise apartment development described in this subsection shall not exceed forty (40) feet. 


(h) High-rise apartment development. 


(i) Restaurant (excluding drive-through restaurant). 








 
 


 
MEMORANDUM 


To: City of Dunwoody, Georgia – Planning Commission 


From: Howard J. Koontz, City Planner  


Date: July 13, 2010 


 
Subject: Text amendment to City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance 


Currently, there are no provisions in the Zoning Ordinance that specify the protocol for an applicant 
to remove a variance application request. The Zoning Ordinance specifies that applications for 
Special Land Use Permits, which follow the Mayor and City Council tract for approval, may be 
withdrawn up until the point of advertising.  Staff feels that a deadline comparable to the Council’s  
should be considered, amending Chapter 27, Article 5, Division 5, Section 27-1575 to add the 
following withdrawal requirements: 
 


Withdrawal of Application by Applicant. 


 


Applications to the Zoning Board of Appeals shall not be withdrawn after they have 
been filed for advertising for public hearing in a newspaper of general circulation. 
Applications may be withdrawn by the applicant or applicant’s representative in 
writing without prejudice at any time before the application has been duly advertised. 
All fees submitted shall be forfeited in any case where the Zoning Board of Appeals 
permits the withdrawal of an application. 


Community Council voted on the amendment at their June 10 meeting and approved the 
motion 6-0.  The result of tonight’s review and discussion will be and will be first read by the 
Mayor & Council on Monday, August 8. 
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